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A Methodological Analysis of Wasta: A Study in Saudi Arabia

Ahdulia Faisal*, and Mukhtar Abdella*#,
* Associate Professor and “* Professor, Department of Social Siudies, College of Arts,
King Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. This paper aims at investigating five (5} different concepts and their conceptual and statistical
relutions 1o wasta (favoritism). These concepts are exchange of bencefits { QJL.« Ve ). fuzah ( dej )
shajaah ( elas) personal relations ( d.asd e ). and shafagad (4aas). Specifically. this paper has
two goals:

= How cach of these five (3) coneepts are thought of by respondents to convey the notion of wasta.

2—  The degree 1o which statistical findings corraborate conceptual definitions of these concepts vis-

a-vis wasta.

To arrive at our goals, we used a stratified cluster sample of 482 students taking university

requirements at King Saud University (A H. 1408/09).

Findings: Lipon examination of mean responses for these concepts, it was tound that the concepts were
arranged on a descending order of conceptual similarity 1o wasza as follows: shafugah, personal relations,
shafaah, exchange of benefits and fazah However. upon using multimethod-multitrait design, it was
found that exchange of benefits, fazah, and individual relations had a reliability coefficients of 78, Jt6and
.68 respectively. indicating only these concepts are dimensions of wasia.

However, upon further cxamination of these concepts using factor analysis — u refined statistical
method — one main facter and two secondary factors were found. 19 of the 25 items loaded on the main
fuctor explaining 22.3% of the variance, We called this Tactor wasta between counterparts (el oy ih-«'!}-“) .
The second and third factors we called motives factor and shafugah (acior respectively. These two factors
explain 8.7% and 7.8% of the variance respectively.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

