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Riddles and Expression of Hidden Meaning in Anecdotes of Majalis: The Forms
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Abstract. This research article discusses a prominent aspect of the affable social gatherings (majalis), which is the
significant role of riddles and the expressions of hidden meaning. It has been conveyed that the purpose of these
gatherings in majalis is the need for entertainment and seeking pleasure. Therefore, materialistic and sensualistic
techniques were utilized, and riddles and expressions of hidden meaning were included in that atmosphere as a
part of the intellectual pleasures of those majalis.

This paper deals with riddles and expressions of hidden meaning as a literary genre. It demonstrates the
relationship between majalis as a situational component and those expressions and riddles. Further, it reveals the
role of majalis in producing riddles and expressions of hidden meaning besides illustrating their functions in
majalis’ stories.

I chose the book “Al-Aghani” by Abu Faraj Al-Isfahani (967) to study riddles and expressions of hidden meaning
within the affable social gatherings in majalis, and to apply a pragmatic approach to tackle these aspects. The
study concluded that the frequency of riddles in the anecdotes of majalis is a result of a wise choice, since riddles
arise in such atmospheres of communications for various reasons, including what majalis impose such as traditions
and protocols as well as some necessary positions.

Since riddles indicate the meaning implicitly, they represented a useful tool for dealing with some taboos and
expressing them in an equivocal manner, for its ability to influence the addressee, and transfer him/her from
frowning to pleasure, in addition to the social, intellectual and civilizational connotations it involves.
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