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Petra and its environs in the sixth century AD through the Papyri
discovered in the Petra church in 1993

Mohammed Ismail Nasrat
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Abstract. This research attempts to shed some light on the area of Petra and its environs during the Byzantine
period by relying on the papyri discovered in the Byzantine Petra Church in 1993, where the papyrus indicates
the existence of a stable society, in addition to the continuation of human settlements in Petra and the neighboring
areas such as Udhruh and Al- Sadaqa, especially after the frequent earthquakes that hit the region during the
Byzantine period. Archaeological excavations and surveys that have been conducted in the region confirmed the
accuracy of the information in papyri. In addition, papyri show that agriculture was the backbone of the economy
during this period, and the ownership of the people of Petra and its surroundings, large areas of land within the
region, and the extension of these properties to the Gaza Strip in Palestine.
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