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Saudi university students’ attitude towards endogamous marriage
Abdul-Aziz Ali Al-Ghareeb
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(Received 10/6/1428H.; accepted for publication 8/2/1429H.)

Abstract. The objective of the present study is to identify the attitudes of Saudi university students towards
endogamous marriage member, as well as identifying the positive and negative aspects in endogamous
marriage, from the point of view of university students. The objective of the study is to identify also the
relation between the variables (age and academic specialty, economic standard, environmental style, style of
parent marriage) and the preference of endogamous marriage, and thus identifying the features of preferable
marriage choices in Saudi university students. The study applied the social survey method on a sample of
students of a Saudi university in Riyadh city of 528 students. The key findings reached by the study indicate
that the majority of the sample individuals prefer marriage from outside the family and do not support
endogamous marriage. The study indicated also, in identifying the causes of not preferring endogamous
marriage, the first was the family problems expected. Secondly, the genetic diseases resulting from such
phenomenon, thirdly, family's prejudice on the account of the husband himself. The fourth cause is the
interference of endogamous in family problems. The fifth cause, continuation of family problems unsolved.
The eighth and last cause was the high dowries. The study indicated also that the order of preferable
characteristics for marriage are: the girl's personal features, faith and good morals, family's social status,
endogamous relations, educational level, economic level. The study indicated also that there is a relation with
statistical index between some variables of the samples (age and academic specialty, economic standard,
environmental style, style of parent marriage) and the preference of endogamous marriage



