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The vision of psychologists and social workers working at the King Salman
Center for Relief and Humanitarian work for its role protecting and
rehabilitating children recruited in armed conflicts in Yemen

Saleh bin Rumaih Al-Rumaih Youssef bin Muteb Al-Harbi
Professor of Sociology, Department of Social Studies, College of Arts, Ph.D. Sociology, Ministry of Education, Saudi Arabia
King Saud University, Saudi Arabia
(Received: 6/ 7/1443 H, Accepted for publication 11/ 9/1443 H)

Keywords: King Salman Center for Relief and Humanitarian Action, Protection and rehabilitation of children,
child soldiers, Armed Conflict.

Abstract. This study seeks to identify the vision of psychologists and social workers working at the King Salman
Center for Relief and Humanitarian work for its role in protecting and rehabilitating children recruited in armed
conflicts in Yemen. The study community consists of all the psychologists and social workers in the King Salman
Center for Relief and Humanitarian work in Yemen, which numbers (35) social and psychological specialists. The
study employs a comprehensive survey method, through the application of the study tool to the entire study
population shown. The study utilizes questionnaires as a data collection tool. The results of the study on the social
dimensions of child exploitation in armed conflict indicates that as a result of the displacement of parents due to
these armed conflicts from their places of residence, children were more vulnerable to recruitment, and that armed
militias recruiting children took advantage of the poor living conditions of their families. Regarding psychological
dimensions, the results reveal that children recruited into armed conflict have a sense of fear and dread, and that
many children recruited into armed conflict have acquired some aggressive behaviors, overwhelmed by
frustration, and afflicted with much of anxiety. The study finds that the most important efforts of the King Salman
Center for Relief and Humanitarian work in caring for child soldiers in armed conflict is exhibited in: facilitating
enrollment in regular schools for child soldiers, spreading awareness through social media; Which contributed to
reducing the risks of child recruitment in armed conflicts. Respecting the dignity of the child recruited inside the
shelters, participating in small business training programs, inviting parents to the Centre for dialogue and
maintaining non-recruitment, and the importance of caring for children recruited within their families after their
return.
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