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Dakhal: ‘Entering the Protection’ System

Mohammed K.D. Al-Oteiby
Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology, College of Arts, King Saud University,
Rivadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. The goal of this puper is to study an historical phenomenon that existed in the territories that
make up what 15 known today as Saudi Arabia. This phenomenen is known amongst the tribes of the Ara-
bian peninsuta as dakhal, which literally translates into *entering protection” in English. While this system
of protection is known throughout Arabia, this paper deals with it as it was practiced in the middle of the
Arabian peninsula. Specifically, this paper will fecus on the following points:

a. The social definition of the ‘entering protection’ system and the procedures that must be foHowed
by the person who wants to be protected under this system.

b. The different types of entering protection which are dependent on the action or erime committed
by the seeker of dukhal. .

¢.  The peried of time granted to the would-be protégé’s of dakhal: this period of time could vary
from three days to as long as the protégé of the protection system lives.

d.  The protégé's rights and obligation. His rights include that the protector and his family or clan
must respect him and offer him full protection during the time period of protection which was agreed upen
carlier. His obligations are varied, some of which are: he must not bother anybody: must not contact his
enemy; must not go to his relatives or clan. Furthermore, the protége of protection must not leave the pro-
teetor's territories without the protector’s consent.

¢. Finally. this paper discussed the function of entering protection’s system. It was indicated that
this phenomenon tulfilled an important social function in tribal communities in the abscnce of a strong
central government.




	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

