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The phenomenon of discrete adjacency between rooting and justification
(A syntactic study)

Iman Shaban Gouda Morsi Elbeihiry
Lecturer, Department of Grammar, Morphology and Presentations, Faculty of Dar Al-Ulum, Fayoum University.
(Received:17/6/1441 H, Accepted for publication 7/5/1442 H)

Abstract. A noun receiving a case that is different from the expected one from grammatical rules and assimilating
the ad-jacent noun is one of the dilemmas that attracted syntacticians and researchers in modern linguistics, who
had different approaches from rooting to justification. Some of them confessed its regular existence while others
limited it to some narrated examples. Yet, others denied it, alluding to irregularity (oddness), illusion, and fabri-
cation. In addition, some dealt with this issue with some interpretations in an attempt to make align it with
grammatical rules. The so-called “discrete adjacency” is a phenomenon in which Arabic nouns do not receive the
expected case mark but rather receive the same case the adjacent noun receives. This study, using some data and
samples, attempts to seek the most appropriate view on this issue. The result shows that such exam-ples found in
the literature is evidence for one of the Arabic language properties and dialects that Qur’an has preserved as it was
purely Arabic.

Keywords: adjacency, rooting, justification, licensing.
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