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Abstract. By the end of the 19" century, modern urban planning emerged, declaring democracy as its main emblem. Its main target was to
improve people’s lives through achieving justice and equality and producing environments in which people enjoy their property rights and
freedom. Different planning approaches emerged to accomplish such a target, however, with no success. Therefore, a question might arise:
Could any of the contemporary planning approaches achieve democracy in the built environment? To answer this question, the research
investigates the roots and mechanisms of modern urban planning in terms of its achievement of democracy in the built environment.
However, in the light of the crisis contemporary built environment is facing today, the real impasse, as this research argues, lies in the
confinement of the west in the circle of a one planning system. Therefore, this research accentuates the need to look into other environmental
systems, such as the Islamic one which managed with its mechanisms that are different than those of contemporary urban planning to produce

a built environment characterized by democracy as delineated by the west.



