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Lateef Onireti Ibraheem
Lecturer, Department of Arabic, Faculty of Arts, University of llorin,
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(Received 10/9/1432H.; accepted for publication 12/4/1432H.)

Abstract. This paper discusses speech making as an art of prose writing in Arabic literature in Nigeria. It is discovered, however, that Art of
speech making commenced in Nigeria from the Colonial Era with an imitation of Arabs in their speech making and subsequently developed
into the height of creativity, originality and qualitative beauty. The factors that aid this development are establishments of formal Arabic
schools, higher Arabic and Islamic institutions and universities that offer Arabic as a course of study. Other factors also include publication
of academic journals, periodicals, Arabic magazines and composition books. Others are organizing of Islamic social gatherings and
ceremonies and remembrance of Islamic historic events which arouse the feelings of Arabic literary scholars and gear them towards
composing prose and poetry. The themes of this art cover the fields of literature, politics, social system, economy, education, sport, science
and others. Initially, it was characterized with badi’iyyaat aspect of rhetoric, but later it graduates into simple, well-constructed and
captivating expressions as a result of interaction between Nigerian scholars and their Arab counterparts through student exchange, modern
books and references and through information technologies. The paper, in its conclusion, recommends the floating of an Arabic daily
newspaper. This would surely further improves the quality and quantity of art of speech making in Arabic in Nigeria.






