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Advertising Image Semiotics in the Saudi Arabian Media Discourse
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Keywords: Media discourse, advertising image, semiotic approach, weave, sign.

Abstract. In this paper, we examined the advertising image semiotics in the Saudi Arabian media discourse,
utilizing an advertising image released by Hyundai Motor Company expressing the peculiarity of the Saudi
Arabian environment. We adopted Peirce’s Semiotic (Theory of Sign) as a theoretical framework for analyzing a
media discourse that emerges from social and cultural norms. In doing so, we sought to examine a visual weave
which derives from the Kingdom's 2030 Vision, which is based on active participation for women in decision-
making, and on pursuit of the constituents of a media image communicating their standing in the 21st-century
Saudi Arabian modern society.

We pursued two hypotheses:

-Media discourse is a structure that monitors its constants and variables through a semiotic communicative
approach manifested in visual and linguistic weave derived from and expressive of the reality.

-Aadvertising forms a utilitarian image where values are frequently missing.

Through these hypotheses, we analyzed the interconnections between the lines, shapes and colors to depict the
levels of interpretation and the values expressed with. We concluded that this discourse defined a novel image of
the women in the Saudi society.
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