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Abstract. This study examines the compatibility of the linear perspective to study Islamic architecture. The
linear perspective will be presented historically in civilizations up to the Renaissance, where perspective
begins a new era of arts, including architecture. This continued in Western architecture till modern Archi-
tecture, and the invention of the camera and its relationship to modern architecture. First, the principles of
perspective will be introduced and then by using the comparative analysis methodology, the principles of
perspective will be used to analyze a church and a mosque to see how well the perspective matches their
description. following that, the concept of the image will be presented as an alternative or parallel to the
perspective and the application of its four mechanisms (contrast, frame, repetition, and visual saturation) on
three selected mosques from the Islamic world, in order to place the architecture of the ‘Saqifa mosques” in

their appropriate architectural, cultural and historical context.
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