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Abstract:The study objectives were to identify levels of dates producers’ marketing problems in AL Kharj
governorate and its significant differences based on some of dates producers’ characteristics. The study
relied on primary data, which have been collected through questionnaire, applied on a simple random sample
of 232 of dates producers in the study area. Descriptive analyses and t- test were used in analyzing the
gathered data.

The results of the study showed that dates producers have several marketing problems at different levels.
The highest level of marketing problems was reported with the shortage of extension marketing by Mean =
2.62,SD =0.62 at the three levels of marketing problems scales as 1= not exist, 2 = moderate, 3 = high.
The second and the third problems were the absences of marketing cooperatives and the shortage of
marketing information (with the same mean = 2.56 , SD = 0.64, 0.62 respectively). However, the lowest
marketing problems were reported with roads and distance between farms and markets ( means = 1.54, 1.50,
SD = 0.70, 0.67 respectively). The significant differences between farmers’ characteristics and their
perceptive of marketing problems were obtained only between extension agents’ visits number to farms and
producers’ visits number to the extension office.

The study recommended improving extension marketing efficiency and carrying out specialized
extension programs in the field of date marketing, encouraging establishing of dates marketing cooperatives,
provision of marketing information, and addressing problems related to marketing regulations and market
structures.
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