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Using Path Analysis to Build a Causal Model for the Deter-
minants of Job Satisfaction among Extension Workers in the
Central Region, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Emad Moukhtar El-Shafie

Agricultural Extension Center, College of Agriculture,
King Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. This study suggested and tested a causal model for the determinants of job satisfaction among
extension workers in the Central Region, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. It covered 57 extension workers in
the Region. About two - thirds of the sample showed a medium or high level of job satisfaction. The use
of path analysis revealed the following significant causal relationships : duration of job training was deter-
mined by educational degree, and years of experience in extension work; benefits of training was deter-
mined by years of experience in extension work and duration of job training; job conditions, characteris-
tics and facilities were determined by educational degree. Job satisfaction as the final dependent variable
in the causal model was determined by five variab es: educational degree, years of experience in extension
work, benefits of job training, job conditions, characteristics, and facilities, and perception of the educa-
tional role of the extension worker. The study recommended the importance of improving job conditions
and characteristics, and the continuous evaluation of job training of extension workers.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

