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Smelser’s Perspective on the Components of Value-Oriented
Movements with Explanations from Ibn Abdul-Wahhab’s
Movement

Ahdulla A. Faisal
Assactate Professor, Department of Sociology, College of Arts, King Saud University,
Rivadh, Saudi Arabiu

Abstract. The purpose of this paper is to present Smelser’s perspective on value oriented social move-
ments. Three justifications have been mentioned: (a) The Muslim world is rife with different social and
religious movements; (b) Smelser’s perspective provides sociological cxplanations for such phenomenon;
{c) Smelser’s orientation is value neutral.

Smelser indicated four components of social action with values being the most important component.
Purallcling the components of social action, Smelser indicated four types of colleetive behavior such that
a value oriented movement is an expression of instability in the value component of social action. He
defined a valuc oriented movement as s attempt to restore, protect or create values in the name of a
generalized belief.

Furthermore. this paper showed the different levels of values, This means there are different value
oriented movements thal vary in impact depending on which levet of a value is addressed. The six deter-
minants of collective behavior arc shown and explained. These determinants are: structural conducive-
ness, structural strain, growth and spread of a generalized belief, precipitating factors, mobilization for
action and operation ot social control.

Ibn Abdul-Wahhab's movement was olten referred to in this paper to show the utility of Smelser’s
perspective in studying mdigenous movements and counter movements in the Arab World.




	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

