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Traditional architecture in Jazan Region, Study of the Deterioration Factors, and the Recommendations of Restoration and
Conservation (Abu Soma Citadel Case Study)

Mahmoud Sayed Korany Mohamed * Mohammed Abdulrahman M Alhazmi **

Abstract: This study discusses the effect of traditional building materials and environmental factors on dete-
rioration of traditional urban heritage in Jazan area, applied on Abo Soma place. This research includes historical
and archeological studies of this building as there is no historical information about the building except it belongs
to Mohammed Abo Soma. Thus, the study tries to identify the date of establishing this building within comparing
it with some buildings that are characterized by the same architectural design as well as the reason for establishing
the building and its uses.

The study includes the archeological and architectural description of architectural and decorative elements
in the building in addition to setting up horizontal projections and vertical fronts of the building and its annexes
(published for the first time).

The building was exposed to severe deterioration factors, that caused several deterioration phenomena, i.e.
destruction of walls, fall of ceilings, damage on wood because of insects, many cracks in the walls and loss of
mortars between the stones ... etc. Finally the study will propose an integral and applicable plan for the restoration,
conservation and rehabilitation of the building.

Keywords: Construction materials, traditional architecture, cross sections method, reconstruction, complet-
ing missing parts.
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