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Argumentation and Persuasive Strategies thereof in Political Rhetoric: Crown
Prince His Royal Highness Mohammed bin Salman’s Interview with The Atlantic
(an American Magazine) as an Exemplar

Abdul Lateef Marzouq Al-Solami
Associate Professor of Linguistics, Alkamil College of Science and Arts, University of Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.
(Received: 21/ 5/1444 H, Accepted for publication 28/ 8/1444 H)
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Abstract. Political rhetoric is tightly related to power, authority, legitimacy, and political decisions affecting
public life, for which it has gained deliberative reach both in its social and interactive forms and persuasive and
accomplishing intents. It is an argumentative rhetoric, for it aims to persuade and attract the recipient through a set
of strategies in which linguistic, logical, rhetorical, psychological, and aesthetic facets collaborate, not to mention
that political rhetoric, in its communicative intents, is deemed as a form of politics that offers an alternative to
violence in resolving conflicts, and can be a symbolic strategy for domination as well. However, political
communication in both hypotheticals necessitates resorting to persuasion. In order to reveal some characteristics of
argumentation within political communication in the present era and satisfy the theoretical and methodological,
problematic enquiries made posed by this study, it was necessary to work practically on an exemplar of an
established significance, related to political communication and practically practiced in the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia by Crown Prince His Royal Highness, Mohammed bin Salman. Hence, the analysis in this study focuses on
a special type of political communication, addressing its characteristics and functions in the political interview.
Therefore, we address the concept of argumentation, based on the division provided by Ruth Amossy, through
which she has showed that any conception of argumentation can only be built by adoption of one or more of the
following three foundations; namely, the rhetorical, logical, and deliberative foundations.
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