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Some Arab Linguists’ Efforts in Coining Terms at the Beginning of the Modern
Era
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Abstract. This paper looks at the linguistic efforts that was conducted by some Arabic linguists in the field of
Arabic terminology, especially their efforts to formulate Arabic terms that are equivalent to the foreign ones used
in their societies in the beginning of the modern era. Most of the terms used in the Arabic context at that time were
foreign terms (not Arabic) such as those for modern inventions.

In order to formulate new Arabic terms, those pioneer linguists used some classical Arabic tools, such as
derivation, blending, and compounding as well as giving classical words new meanings. In addition, they put some
specific constraints on the use of foreign terms in the Arabic context.
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