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The Experimental Novel of Jabra Ibrahim Jabra:

(The Ship) and (The Search for Walid Masoud) Novels
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Abstract: In the modern age, the Arabic novel underwent many experimental attempts, to modernize
its content and develop the technical structure in order to keep it up with the latest political, social and
cultural life. The emergence of what is known as the new novel is one of the most prominent attempts
that revolts against the traditional form of the Arabic novel through the use of the new narrative
techniques, including: the multiplicity of characters, involving the different forms of consciousness
stream in the stylistic structure, and rarefy the chronological sequence through using the time
paradoxes, and openness to the artistic elements of the other literary genres, and other aspects of
novel renewal.

These experimental attempts clearly emerged in Jabra Ibrahim Jabra's novels, especially (The
Ship) and (The Search for Walid Masoud). Therefore, this study focuses on them, approaching the
most prominent aspects of experimental novel.
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