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The Pottery Recovered during the First Three Seasons (1427 — 1429 H. / 2006 — 2008) of Archaeological
Excavations conducted in the Ancient City of Faid in Hail

Dr. Fahad Saleh Alhawas @

Abstract: This study examined some selected samples of the pottery shreds unearthed following the archacological excavations conducted
in the Ancient City of Faid in the region of Hail during the first three seasons 1427 — 1429 H. / 2006 — 2008. The study adopted a descriptive,
analytic and comparative approach. It focused on the methods and techniques of pottery formation, the color of the clay used, its external
appearance, components, coatings, baking and decorations, in addition to its design, themes and composition. The aim was not only to
archaeologically date those pottery shreds, but also to try and date the site, through the analysis of and comparison between the pottery
pieces understudy and some other pottery products in the civilizational sites, particularly in Levant and Iraq. As it were, the City of Faid
constituted one of the main stops on the pilgrimage route from Iraq. It was constructed, managed and supervised by the Abbasid Caliphate,
either through the appointment of its Wali (governor), its direct annexation to Baghdad, or through its Hijaz Rulers in Mecca and Medinah.

Keywords: Faid, Hail, Pottery.
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