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Narrator’s Manifestations in “the Case of Afraa’” by Asma Al-Zarouni

Amna Youssef Abdo
Associate Professor of Modern Literary Criticism, Department of Arabic Language and Literature, College of Arts, Al Qasimia University in
Sharjah, UAE
(Received: 8/ 3/1444 H, Accepted for publication 2/ 7/1444 H)
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Abstract. This research addresses an artistic phenomenon dominating the narrative construction of the novel The
Case of Afraa’ (Yafraa?) by the Emirati novelist, Asma Al-Zarouni. This novel may look laconic when judged by
size in comparison to classic novels, but de facto is an intensive novel when it comes to the artistic utilization of
the most significant narrative technique, namely the narrator's technique in relation to the two most prominent
pronouns in the narration, first and third person pronouns that alternate to narrate about the main character and the
other relevant characters in the novel (Afraa’). In all that, the novel is an utterly artistic biography, regardless of
the extent to which it matches the reality that the heroine, Afraa’, and the other characters of the novel have
critiqued for the negativity in dealing with problematic social phenomena, such as marriage to female foreigners
and the impact thereof on children distanced from their Emirati fathers, as well as some other phenomena that the
characters of the novel (including Afraa’ herself) have been experiencing from the beginning and gradually
disclosing towards the dramatic end of the novel.
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