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Evaluation of Census Forms in Saudi Arabia During the Period 1974-
2010
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Abstract. Due to the importance of census data in almost all countries in general and Arab countries
in particular, the study aimed to evaluate four censuses’ forms, beginning from the first census in
1974 to the latest in 2010, based on the international recommendations and the national need of
population data.

When evaluating census forms, it was noted that they witnessed very little changes during the four
or five decades and didnt add some important topics nor comply in all aspects to international
recommendations. Also, the form or questionnaire of 1974 Census seemed to be least comprehensive.
Therefore, it was recommended to observe international recommendations and consequently improve
the content and design of census forms in the future through organizing workshops and consultation
with stakeholders. National and local need of data should be taken into account when designing
census forms, especially data on income, migration at small areal units, and work trip, in addition to
detailed city characteristics. Finally, there is a great need to redesign and reclassify geographical units
and enumeration areas and encourage all agencies (government and private) to collect their data on
the basis of approved geographical units for the sake of geographical comparisons and thorough data
analysis.
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