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The Arabic Exclamation Form (Maa ?afa€alal)
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Abstract: Maa ?afaGala! “What a...!” is one of the standard exclamation forms in Standard Arabic. In analyzing
this form, however, the Arab grammarians mainly focused on the syntactic cases it receives, which has raised a
number of difficulties for researchers in Arabic grammar. This paper will therefore survey and analyze such views
on this specific form, including how they regarded Maa, the formation of ?afafala, and whether it is a noun or a
verb, as well as the exclamation argument and why it receives an accusative case. This is an attempt to reach a
deeper understanding on and a better view of this form, in order to make it easy for researchers to recognize its
properties in a way that is consistent with the Arabic grammatical rules.

Keywords: the exclamative particle “maa”; the exclamative “?afaala”; the exclamation argument; Ibn al-Sarra:j.
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