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LEGISLATIVE JURISDICTION OF THE KING IN SAUDI ARABIA

Ibrahim M. Alhudaithy

Associate Professor, College of Law and Political Science, King Saud University
(Received 09/05/1440 H., Accepted for Publication 14/07/1440 H.)

Abstract. This paper focuses on the study and analysis of the jurisdiction of the legislative authority in Saudi Arabia in
general and the legislative jurisdiction of the king (head of state) in particular. To review the types of regulations in the
Kingdom, the components of the legislative authority, the jurisdiction of the king to enact regulations by royal orders, the
ratification of regulations submitted to the king by the legislative authority, and his legislative authority in exceptional
circumstances. The study concluded with a number of conclusions and recommendations, such as: legislative authority in
Saudi Arabia is a joint authority, divided between the king (the head of state), the Council of Ministers and the Shura
Council. In addition, the regulations issued by royal orders take precedence in the legislative hierarchy to exceed all the
legal rules issued in the Kingdom because these regulations were crowned by royal order as a result of the king’s will.
Keywords: King, Legislative authority, Royal order, Royal decree, Council of Ministers, Consultative Council.
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