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Abstract. This study focuses on the Bahraini-Qatari border dispute about their maritime
frontiers (mainly the Gulf of Bahrain). This dispute was initiated during the thirties of the
twentieth century, as a result of the activities of rival western petroleum companies, in
search of oil in that shallow part of the Arabian Gulf. Both of the two rival Arab
sheikhdoms claimed ownership of this small area and hastened to look for all legal and
customary llevidencesll to support their claims. Recognizing the urgency of conflicting
interests of states and oil companies, the British authorities, with the consent of the two
Arab neighbors, drew a maritime line delineating, for the first time, their political and legal
jurisdictions there. This dispute which alternated between activity and dormancy for some
six decades, was put to rest by a binding decision of the International Court of Justice in
2001.
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