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Kindergartens and Nursery Schools in Bahrain:
A Policy Study

Munira A. Fakhro
Assistant Professor, Department of General Studies, College of Arts, Bahrain University,
Isa Town, Bahrain

Ahstract. “This paper is a study of kindergartens and nursery schools in Bahrain. In the last two decades,
the demand for such services has increased since a large number of women have joind the labor force. The
need for adequate day care facilitics will increase cven more over the next few years as more working and
non-warking mothers realize the importance of such institutions in the upbringing of their children. Fur-
thermore, experts now insist that seme form of early childhoad intervention might have a positive cffect
on a child’s development.

Major studics in the field indicate that children in day care fucilities do as well as those at home. Thus,
day care programs do not cause problems. but the way in which such carc is structured and supervised
may.

In 1990/91 nurseries and kindergartens numbered 65 and included 6390 children under six vears of
age. Those facilitics were classified into three categories according to quality of care and services.

Due ta the difficulties in satisfying all the partics involved in one wholisitic alternative, the plan con-
sisted of six alternatives which will be implemented through different organizations. Thosc alternatives
are not final and should be discussed and serutinized by various groups involved in this issue. The study
concludes with a discussion of integration of all child care services through coordinative committec, staff
training and funding of the program.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

