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The Elegy of Wives in Arabic Poetry during the Umayyad and
Abbasid Periods

Abdulrahman L. Ismail
Associate Professon, Dept. of Avabic Langtiage and Literature.

College of Arts, King Saud University, Rivadii Sandi Arabia

Abstract. Love Poetry, ghazal, has occupied a significant portion of Arabic poetry. The poct stood by Ins belov-
ed's retnains and sites, and besought others to do so. He also lamented her departure as she moves away, and
besought others (o de so, He found no shame in such feclings | indecd, he perceived it as a true expression ol his
love, and 1 manifestation of loyalty Lo the beloved. Contrary to this attitude, however, he abstuined lameuting her
departure after death, standing by her grave another manifestation ol his loyalty toward her. He perecived this as
i point of weukness unsuitable to his social status. Poets seldow laspented their wives and rarcly expressed their
feelings of loyalty afier death, for reasons amongst which the social ones are the strongest. Thus, the clegizing ol
wives s bocome a phenomenon deserving special study in order 1 find oul the extent ofits connection to secial
changes and ransformation which teok place in the Arab world [ollowing its nternnngling with other socicties.
The it of this research is to study (his phenomenon since its appearance in Jwir's poctry, and to explore the
circumstances which surrcunded the poets who elegized their wives durng the Ussayyad and Abhasil pertods i

order to 1ind out the factors which caused them to deviate from their wherited cultural and sucial context.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



