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Role of Cruises in Tourism Development at Red Sea Region —
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Abstract. All aspects of tourism industry depend substantially upon transportation services in providing
accessibility to tourist attractions. In fact, the availability of highly efficient transport system is a prerequisite
for active tourism sector.

The aim of this is four-fold, (1) this study to reveal the possibility of establishing cruising tourism
in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, (2) to highlight the potential tourist attractions for such a tourism sector,
which will enhance tourism development in the region, (3) to identify possible cruising routs in the Red Sea
area,(4) to present some obstacles and problems facing cruising tourism development in the Kingdom.

This study relies within a realm of overlapping studies, where a multi-disciplinary approach is
used. In this approach, a wide range of tools and scientific literature, and official reports. In addition GIS
techniques were used to draw maps and figures, for this study.

Finally, the study presented some recommendations and proposals for exploitation the potential tourist
attractions in the best manner along the Red Sea coast. Mainly, the objective was to discover the visibility
of cruise trips between (1) Jiddah and Yanbu, and (2) Jiddah and Hagqil in the north side of the Red Sea. And
between Jiddah and Farasan Islands in the south side of the Red Sea.

This research came up with series of recommendations that aimed to support cruising tourism
development along the Red Sea axis in particular. The ultimate objective is to put the Red Sea region on the
heart of global tourism map.






