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Capitalism, Without our Cognition
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Abstract. Most studies that are concerned with the suitability of the built environment with the dwellers
societal needs of muslim Societies consider redesigning the built environment according to the local needs
as the sole solution to provide the suitable built environment. However, the rea problem is not only in the
built environment itself, but aso in the design process which has been driven from capitdist societies. Due
to the impact of capitaism, the design process has been considering functiondism as the main criteria to
develop an efficient built environment. As a result, the design process as well as other western societal
forces became as tools for capitalism and its values to invade societies. Thus, the design process inevitably
develops capitdist values even if the intention of the muslim designers is not to do so.

The emphasis of this article is on the impact of capitalism on the design process. The article discusses
how the spaces that contradict local vaues and customs are created through the design process. Also,
some suggested solutions to free societies from the capitaist domination are discussed.



