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Crime in Ancient Arabic Poetry: An Analytical-Descriptive study
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Abstract. The word crime constitutes every conduct that violates the moral rules for which a community has established
official penalties, and is contributed to the doer who doer who deliberately and insistently violates their community’s law
while being driven by several factors — be they collectivel or individual - that function as the the motive behind their
criminal behavior, such as failure to conform to behavioral values that are acceptable in their community, the conflict in
reconciling their inherited and acquired values, suffering from family and social disintegration, falling victim to biological
factors such as racial discrimination due to color or physical appearnce or individual differences that isolate them from
their community. All of which are factors that create an aggressive individual who finds a way in crime to cure their
deficiency. There are many forms of crimes in our Arabic poetry. There are political crimes, such as rebellion against
authority represented by tribe and practiced by tramps, against the ruler such as that of some poets against their kings in
the Ghassanids and Al-Hira, or against Muslim rulers such as Ali, Muawiya, Harun Al-Rashid and others. There are also
the military crimes in which poetry has depicted criminals as being murders to their leader and deceivers to their tribe and
army, neglecting to support them. Arabic poetry has documented a variety of economic crimes by Ayyars (rabbles) and
Harafish (warriors) as chaotic groups who were fed up with life and fiund, in the absence of law and weakness of
authorities, an opportunity for looting and vandalism.
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