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Determinants and Characteristics of Adolescents' Use of Electronic Games: A
Field Study on a Sample of High School Students in the City of Hafr Al-Batin -
Saudi Arabia

Abdullah Abdul Rahman Al-Hareish
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Abstract: The study sought to answer the following questions: What are the characteristics that distinguish the
electronic games circumference? What motives lead teenagers to play electronic games? What are the most
important benefits that adolescents achieve from playing electronic games? What are the most important threats
caused by playing electronic games among adolescents? To what extent is the effect of gender variable on plying
electronic games among adolescents? The study relied on the social sample survey method; the data were collected
through a questionnaire; the field study was implemented to a sample of male and female student adolescents in
high schools in Hafr Al-Batin; and the sample size was 180. The research revealed that, most of adolescents play
games using their mobile phones, that a large number of the research samples spend a long time playing electronic
games, and that more than a half of the research sample spend between two and three hundred Saudi Ryals per
month on playing electronic games. Sports and violence games are popular among adolescents, and most families
do not monitor their adolescents’ use of electronic games..
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