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The paradox of meaning and the aesthetic of the metaphorical image in translation
A semantic approach to selected models of Koranic metaphor in Hebrew translations
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College of Languages and Translation, King Saud University
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Abstract. This paper aims to investigate and evaluate the translation of five Metaphors selected from the Holy
Quran into five different published Hebrew Translations. From a semantic approach viewpoint, the study, the
researcher will first, study and analyze both meaning and structure of each metaphorical image in its' source
language (Arabic). Second, He will explore and describe how those five translators handled linguistic and culture
barriers during translation into the target language (Hebrew). This study is vital for students of metaphoric
translation in general, and for those who are involved in translation between Arabic and Hebrew in particular. It
teaches how to understand mechanism of Qur'anic metaphors and how they should be treated during translation,
especially when figurative inimitability of the Qur'anic metaphors is untranslatable. This paper also teaches how to
evaluate translators' comprehension to the underline representation of the original metaphor, and their strategies
for tackling its' structural components into another language. Among other findings, the research shows that
translators relied on their religious cultural specific basis to overcome their mistaken for the linguistic mechanism
of the original metaphorical picture and its' meaning, and therefore their translations were mostly unsuccessful.
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