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Economic Analysis for the Competitive Situation of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia's Exports of Dates
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Date Palm Research Center, King Faisal University,
Al-Ahsaa, Saudi Arabia
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Keywords: International trade, Comparative advantage, Competitive advantage.

Abstract. Although the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is the third largest producer of dates in the world, its exports face strong competition in the
international market. Saudi Arabian dates suffer from low price level compared to the competitors' dates. This affects negatively not only on
the export level, but also on farmers consequently adversely impacting the balance sheet of the agricultural sector. Dates represent the main
crop that can help the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to decrease the deficiency of balance sheet of the agricultural sector.

The current research has aimed at studying and estimating the situation of competitive abilities of the marketing system of Saudi
Arabia's dates in the foreign market. In addition, this study determines the main foreign market of Saudi Arabia's date, the main competitors,
promising market and its strongest points in these markets. Finally, the study determines the weakness of the competitive abilities of Saudi
Arabia's dates and the possibilities of improving it in the future.

The result shows that dates are the most important export crop from Saudi Arabia in the foreign market. Its export value and quantity
has increased from year to year. The result also shows that the Kingdom's marketing system of date has a good efficiency and competitive in
Arab market and less competitive situation in the European and Asian market.

The result shows that the competitive ability of the Kingdom's dates is strong in general in the Arab markets, especially in Kuwait
and Yemen and has a big ability in Islamic countries, but it occupied toward the back places of the competitive ability in the other markets,
especially in Europe. The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia was the fifth for its market share and rate of penetration in the British market after Israel,
Tunisia, Iran, and Pakistan. For the French market, the Saudi Date Palm is only about 5 tones.

The results from the case study, which included three export companies, 15 farmers and 10 traders in whole market, confirm the
results of the previous analysis of secondary data.

It is important to build new strategy to improve dates competitive ability of K.S.A., dealing with the production and marketing
problems, obstacle exporting of K.S.A. dates, and solving insufficient attention for two groups: Islamic Asian countries and European
countries that need different kinds of date with special characteristics.
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