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Sources of Information on Agricultural Innovations for Farmers
in Al-Qassim Region, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

B.M.Abdel-Maksoud and S.N.Al-Nassar
Faculty of Agriculiure and Veterinary Medicine, King Saud University,
Quassim Branch, Qassim, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. The objectives of this study are to: (a) know the first sources of information on some agricul-
tural innovations for farmers in Al-Qassim region, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and whether these sources
differ in different innovations; (b) examine the interrelationshps between these sources; and (c) know per-
sonal and socio-economic characteristics of farmers associated with their use of different information
sources.

The study covered 97 farmers selected randomly from eight villages in Al-Qassim region. Data was col-
lected by personal interviews using a questionnaire developed for this purpose. Percentages of Spearman
correlation coefficients were used to analyze the data.

Results indicated that most farmers depended mainly in their first knowledge of innovations on focal
personal sources such as family members, relatives, friends, neighbours and other farmers. The role of the
agricultural extension system and research centres in the area is still very limited in this respect. Statisti-
cally significant correlations were found among some of the these courses as well as between farmers’ use
of some sources and their personal and socio-economic characteristics.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

