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Abstract: It is the purpose of this study to investigate the structural causes of war and peace in two major approaches
of International Relations Theory. The study takes Waltz and Kant as representatives of Structural Realism and
Neorealism and to explicate how these two school of thoughts construct their respective theories on the structural
determinants of war and peace. It argues that despite their departure from similar assumptions and hypotheses, they
reach different conclusions as to the way the “structure” shapes international politics. Structural Realism argues that
the anarchical nature of the international system leads to the production and reproduction of the balance of power and
war, hence reproducing anarchy itself. In contrast, Democratic Peace theory and the Kantian approaches conclude
that the anarchic nature of the international system leads eventually to the transformation of the international system
into a more peaceful world, hence forcing states to reform themselves and as a result reform the structure itself.
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