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Bakhtinian Carnival Theory and its Manifestations in al-'Usfiiriyah Novel
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Abstract. This study seeks to identify the concept of Bakhtinian carnival and to trace its manifestations in the al-
'Usfuriyah novel by Ghazi al-Gosaibi. After the study sheds light on the historical roots of this concept in general
and critical denotation thereof for Bakhtin in particular, it presents a brief description of the novel in question and
its cosmos, important events and characters. Then, it embodies the most important manifestations of the carnival in
its disparate forms in the discourse of al-'Usfuriyah novel, based on the principle of spreading the carnival spirit,
which in turn depends on the principle of freedom of expression, including elements such as ridicule, linguistic
and stylistic plurality, the inversion of hierarchy with its disguises and puns (homophones), and the equivalence of
opposites. All is to naturally create, in the creative text, a form of mass social practice that assembles the real role
of the carnival. The study relies on the descriptive-analytical method, which describes and analyzes the features of
the literary phenomenon in order to acehive the target findings. The chief finding illustrates that the carnival is
mainly what distinguishes al-'Usfuriyah novel and forms its cosmos, as the novel intertwines its structure with the
aforementioned carnivalesque elements, uniquely forming its structural architecture and encyclopedic content, and
presenting satirical criticism to the prevailing culture in the narration society, so that the readers’ attention is
drawn to the society contradictions of reality and to questioning its intertwined essential issues.
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