
J.  King Suud  Univ., Vol. 11, Arch. &  Plmning,  pp. 13-29 (A.H. 1419/1999)

Planning the 21st Century Urban Neighborhood:
Learning from Previous Concepts

Habib M. Alshuwaikhat
Associate Professat Depurfment  of City  &  Regionul  Plunning

K i n g  F a h d  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  P e t r o l e u m  &  M i n e r a l s
Dhahrun  31261, Suudi  Arubia

(Received 13/6/1418H;  accepted for publication 7/6/1419H)

Abstract. In the recent past, due to the growing turmoil in urban society, many planners have realized the
problems associated with neighborhood physical as well as social decline. However, the rapid pace of
technological breakthroughs has nullified their efforts. This study is an investigation of the concept of the
neighborhood historically in the twentieth century. It attempts to discuss the major concepts developed during
the first half of the 20th century. These include the neighborhood concept developed in many traditional Amb
and Muslim towns, Perry’s physical neighborhood layout to produce social interaction, the Garden City concept
by Howard, and the Radbum Plan, New Jersey developed by Stein and Wright. The section on the second half
of the 20th century includes the English and U.S. Post-World War II New Towns, Planned Unit Developments,
and the most recent concept of Neo-Traditional Developments. Based on the lessons learned from the previous
neighborhood concepts, a list of urban planning principles has been suggested for planning socially sustainable
urban neighborhoods in the 2 1st century.

Introduction

The neighborhood as a basic planning unit has been widely accepted throughout the
developed and developing countries. Several concepts of neighborhoods have been
developed from time to time to emphasize the socio-cultural aspect within the physical
framework. This paper is aimed at obtaining two objectives. The first objective is to study
the neighborhood concept developed in many traditional Arab and Muslim towns and
other Western neighborhood concepts and highlight the social aspects of both which have
been neglected in contemporary neighborhood planning. The second objective is to present
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