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Abstract. Recently, Saudi Arabia has become a member of World Trade Organization (WTO) after
undertaking major revision in many laws and regulations. Simultaneously, Saudi Arabia is required
to redraft other major laws including Public Works Model Contract in order to comply with the WTO
bylaws. A step in this direction¢ this paper aims are to review the Saudi Public Works Model Contract
vis-a-vis accepted international practices.

The paper reports on initial assessment of the Saudi Public Works Model Contract as part
of a larger research project. The objectives of the latter is to review the Model Contract and make
recommendations in re-drafting many of its articles to achieve a more balanced contract which will lead
to improve the efficiency of the construction industry. Extensive literature research has been carried
out and three major international public works model contracts are selected to contrast it versus Saudi
Public Works Model Contract. Those model contracts are developed by engineering and architectural
professional bodies of ICE, FIDIC and AIA - well known international bodies. The findings of this
paper call for the Saudi Public Works Model Contract to embrace a more fair risk distribution between
the owner and the contractor and mentioning the risks that the contractor should be compensated
for. Soil report as part of tender documents should be clearly interpreted for construction phase
purposes, preparation of construction schedules, guarantee of paying the contractor on time and other
recommendations. Highlighting such shortcomings of the Saudi Public Works Contract should pave the
way for re-drafting it to bring it up to the accepted international practices.
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