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Measures to Combat Smallpox in the Ottoman Empire (1277-1337 AH/1861-1918
A.D): Istanbul as a Model
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Abstract. In the past, smallpox had been considered as one of infectious and dangerous diseases. This research
sheds light on the role played by High Porte (Sublime Porte) to limit the spread of smallpox during the nineteenth
and early twentieth centuries in Istanbul and neighboring regions. The measures taken by the state in combating
smallpox is an important topic and worthy of discussion. This study aims at finding out the causes and symptoms
of this disease and to demonstrate the approaches used for dealing with and combating the spread of this disease.
The year 1293 AH / 1876 AD was selected as the beginning of the time period covered within the scope of this
study due to the fact that it represents the beginning of Sultan Abdul Hamid II’s rule, during which measures to
combat smallpox were taken. The year 1337 AH / 1918 AD was selected as the end of the time period under
investigation for the realization that it marks the end of the Ottoman Empire due to their defeat in the World War 1.
The chief and important finding indicates that Ottoman Empire focused on combating the disease in the seat of the
Ottoman rule, which is Istanbul. and the farther the region is from the center of rule, the fewer services to
eeradicate the disease due to the weakness of economic capabilities and the lack of modern technology for storing
vaccines.
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