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Abstract. Regardless of the wide condemnation of the amnesty laws, for the benefit of those responsible for
violations of human rights and International Humanitarian Law, many states did not hesitate to turn to them, when
dealing with the legacy of the past. This is because amnesty is seen as an inescapable sacrifice for the success of
the democratic transition endeavor, and for building a state of law, that is why the international efforts to develop a
legal rule that requires the illegality of the amnesty laws, were obstructed over years. On the other hand, some of
the gains achieved by the opposition mainstream of the amnesty laws, cannot be overlooked, for even if a
consensus on attaining peace or supporting it for communities in case of conflict or post-conflict situations, is
reached among all parties, this cannot be achieved, for human rights defenders, at the expense of the interests of
justice, because peace and justice are two complementary objectives, and one cannot be sacrificed in favor of the
other, while the development witnessed by the international community in recent decades, especially in the areas
of human rights and International Humanitarian Law, and the completion of some institutional building (the
establishment of international criminal tribunals), has resulted in a strong mainstream which takes the amnesty
laws as a synonymous or a watchword to the phenomenon of impunity, and that led to the imposition of a new
reality, making it imperative to deal with the amnesty laws with a lot of caution, according to certain regulations
and limits.





