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Population Size and Functional Diversity in Saudi Arabia’s
Urban Centers

Mohammad S. Makki
Associate Professor, Department of Geography, College of Arts, King Saud University,
! grapay 3 4 ¥
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. This article elucidates the functional characteristics and classification of urban centers in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabiz. The analysis depended on the 1974 population census and the delimitation of
urban zones carricd out by the Ministry of Municipal and Rural Affairs in [986. These two sources made
possible not only the identification of the pattern of functions performed by urban centers of various size
categoties but also the extent of change that occured therein during the period extending from 1974 to
19¥6.

One of the most noteworthy findings of this study is the emergence of the agricultural function as one
of the most important in the small sized urban centers in the Kingdom.

1t is hoped that this study will assist in the formulation of a clear national planning policy for the allo-
cation of services and economic activities in Saudi Arabia’s urban centers.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

