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Abstract: A field survey of fungi associated with disease symptoms on olive trees
was conducted in Riyadh and Al-Jouf regions of Saudi Arabia through three field
visits to several olive orchards in the two regions during March, May and September
of 2004. A total of 448 diseased speicemens were collected, of whom 115 from
Riyadh and 333 from Al-Jouf. A number of 206 speicmens were collected from roots
and stems each and 21 from leaves and 15 from fruits. The most frequent symptoms
observed were the state of complete or partial death, dryness and wilt. No fungi were
isolated from apparently diseased leaves and fruits speicemens. Field visits have
shown that the most common planted olive varieties were Nabali Mohassan and
Sourani.

Eighteen fungal genera were isolated from all diseased specimens, which included
the following genera Alternaria spp, Aspergillus spp, Cheatomium spp, Cladosporium
spp, Colletotrichum spp, Diplodia spp, Fusarium spp, Helminthosporium spp,
Hendersanula toruloidea, Macrophomina phaseolina, Phoma exigua, Phomopsis spp,
Pythium spp, Rhizoctonia solani, Stemphylium botryosum, Trichoderma spp,
Ulocladium spp and Verticillium dahliae. Fourteen fungal genera were isolated from
Riyadh region and 13 genera were isolated from Al-Jouf region and 9 genera were
isolated from both regions. Eight genera were isolated from roots, whereas 11 genera
were isolated from stems.

The number of isolates from Al-Jouf region was 50% higher than the number of
isolates from Riyadh region. The genus Fusarium spp was the most frequently
isolated with a total number of 147 isolates representing about 36% of all isolates
followed by the fungus Alternaria spp with a total number of isolates of 112
representing 28% of all isolates. Five fungal genera were isolated once. The number
of fungal isolates from stems was higher than the number from roots. Fungal genera
Aspergillus spp, Diplodia spp, Helminthosporium spp, Hendersanula toruloidea,
Phomopsis spp, Stemphylium botryosum , and Ulocladium spp Were isolated from
stems only, whereas fungal genera Macrophomina phaseolina, Pythium spp And
Rhizoctonia solani were i1solated from roots only.
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