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Audience between Rhetorical Heritage and Contemporary Rhetorical Studies

Ibrahim Mansour Alturki
Professor of literary criticism, College of Arabic Language and Social Studies, Qassim University
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Abstract. This research deals with concept of “audience” in traditional rhetoric and contemporary rhetorical
studies. The paper starts with a preface illustrating the importance of audience in rhetoric and confirming that there
is no rhetoric without audience. Then, the main idea of the research is presented in two sections. The first section
explores concept of audience in traditional rhetoric, firstly in Greek traditional rhetoric and secondly in the
traditional Arabic rhetorical studies. The second section explores the definition of audience in contemporary
rhetorical studies, explaining how speech should match the audience sometimes and the reverse some other times.
Moreover, this section shows the three main forms of audience that appears almost in every discourse, and then
concludes with the most important contributions made by the contemporary rhetorical studies.
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