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Abstract. “Kharja” is one of the traditional elements of the Hijazi house, and Makkah in particular. It is an
open space that resembles a balcony but with more privacy. The study focuses on the kharja and its uses in
the Makkan traditional house, and it aims to call for the return of this element as a solution to the period
of home isolation during the Corona crisis. The importance of the study stems from the fact that the loss
of the kharja as a traditional element could be felt as a need, and even an element that may prove useful in
the global epidemic that has reshaped the needs of the family at home. It also addresses the importance
of the “balcony” and its role in containing the crisis, and the stories being told by most of the Western
studies during isolation. The kharja could be a similar and socially effective model. The study is based on
the descriptive analytical method and analysis of the case studies of some global projects as models. The
study summarizes how the epidemic reshaped homes, showed defects, and the inability to contain it. The
study considers how the “balcony” topped the stories of the global crisis not only as an architectural element,
but also as a social breathing space during the pandemic and beyond. The study recommends the kharja — as
a local mimic of an open balcony — to lead future solutions, especially the vertically extended buildings.

Key words: Kharja, Shurfa, Balcony, Corona, Medical Isolation, Traditional House, Makkah.
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