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The Setting in “Saqefat Al-Safa” novel: A Semiotic Reading
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Abstract. This research entitled The Setting in “Saqefat Al-Safa” novel: A Semiotic Reading.
“Saqefat Al-Safa” as an example” seeks to stand at studying the place in the novel ““ Saqefat Al-
Safa” by the Saudi novelist “Hamza Buqari”. This is an attempt to read the contemporary Saudi
Speech in a critic manner in terms of the novel’s setting. By setting I mean what goes beyond the
geometrical location where some events take place, to rather an imaginary space where certain
indications are condensed to form the novel’s setting that has all the needed techniques for the making
of the novel.

The title of the novel is what first draws one’s attention because despite the many places mentioned in
the novel, the author chose the Safa’s attic. The strange thing is that it was not linked to the events of
the novel except in three times, and al-Bugari did not describe it but in one sentence and with no
details; “through the dark Safa’ attic” he said.

Hence, the researcher wants to focus in her study on the semiotic of al-Safa’s attic in the novel
because she believes in the importance of the reader’s ability to perceive the place as a special distinct
place. She believes that not giving a thorough description of the place; its parts and details, tempts the
reader to replace it with a new vivid and active place that would have calmed if al-Bugari had given a
detailed description for al-Safa’s attic.
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