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Perplexity in AS-Sultaan Al-Ha'ir (The Perplexed Sultan) Play by Tawfig Al-
Hakim: A Structuralist Study
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Abstract. Recruiting religious and social tradition in order to create a rich content for investing in writing
contemporary theatrical texts that represent the reality is in need for the capabilities of a writer who is well
endowed with the ethical and creative characteristics and artistic skills for forming contemporary drama without
obliterating the identity of the Arab tradition and its mythical symbolism. Hence, this research came to explore a
theatrical text that deals with a historical span of Arab tradition, which is perplexity that went along with authority
and its fateful decisions. Tawfiq Al-Hakim was successful in forming essential meanings for perplexity when he
tied it to Al-Sultan and his authority, drawing for him, in the text, a picture of a wise individual with correct
attitudes that accompany uncertainty raised by the perplexity that accompanies the search for truth in many fields
of knowledge, science, judiciary, and thoughts as well as other aspects of life. Consequently, the theatrical text
came with a dramatic genre that re-historicizes the wise, balanced authority that was present in our Muslim
caliphs’ biographies, so the writer revives the glories of a nation whose authority was based on justice and clear
truth. For this, we examine, through this research study utilizing structural method, the recruiting of perplexity
with a wise view and a humanitarian insight that both lead individuals and society to exercise their participatory
authority in the spirit of providing benefits and supporting the great and truthful authority and creativity of
intellectuals who still aspire for beauty amid perplexity battles mixed with ignorant, foolish, and arrogant people
with poor souls. Thus, this research opens a new gate for soft leadership skills that fight against corruption, and
enhances the inspiring human sense, so that humans lead wisely and overcome the perplexity challenges of the
current era and the fluctuation in making decisions; so individuals draw new facets in the journey of change and
development and hence control the reins of the great benevolent authority.
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