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A Critical, Historical and Legislative Study
of a Complaint Signed by Residents of Hama City in 1937
Regarding Their Share of Orontes River Water
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Abstract: : In 1937 a group of residents of the city of Hama, located on the Orontes River in Syria, handed a
signed complaint to the Syrian Prime Minister. They were complaining against the large number of the new water
channels that had been dug on the Orontes River in the city of Homs, which pulled large amounts of the river
water leading, to the dehydration of Hama’s orchards. The signatories of this complaint had made several requests;
demanding redress in this matter. This research study the claims of Hama’s residents in a critical perspective,
considering the history of watering water in the two cities and basing on the principles of Islamic real estate
legislation. One of the most important outcomes of this research is highlighting a type of newly emerged issues in
communities after applying positive laws on them, which hadn’t existed before when these communities used to
prosecute to Islamic and interior laws. The research recommends reactivating the role of communities’ internal laws
in matters relating to their internal issues and / or private matters. It also recommends paying more attention for

studying similar historical papers in order to get best social and historical understanding and benefits out of them.

Key words: Hama, Homs, Islamic legislation, norias, Orontes River, Real estate legislation, Waterwheels.
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