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Abstract: Development is a human nature that stood out throughout history in the ambitious attempts for achieving
a better life, starting from Plato’s utopia in “The Republic” right through the Renaissance reformation approaches.
Such attempts increased significantly in the age of modernity, rendering “urban utopianism” as a concomitant to the
modern project and its comprehensive reformation agendas. However, the failure of modernity left the very concept
of utopia per se towards the end of the twentieth century in a state of uncertainty. Many scholars have declared the
“end of utopia” and the end of the very idea of an alternative vision. On the other hand, its advocates, relinquishing
its comprehensive modern agendas and stemming from the contemporary urban scene, advanced a new paradigm of
urban utopia (postmodern). Examples of such utopia are the “Good city” pioneered by Friedmann and Ash Amin;
the “Right to the city” founded by Lefebvre in 1968 and expanded afterwards to include various perceptions of the
concept of rights; Fainstein’s “Just city”; and David Harvey’s “Urban social justice”. Of the spatial urban utopias are
the “Co-housing” and the “New Urbanism” movements.

Most of those contemporary utopias stem from accepting the existing szafus quo of the urban scene and attempt to
modify it and resolve some of its “urban ills”, but not to change it substantially. However, can those utopias achieve
their goals under the umbrella of capitalism? As such, do they constitute a hope or a fallacy for a better urban scene?
This research attempts to critically investigate some of those contemporary utopias, their main themes and goals, and

to assess their achievability of a better urban scene.

Key words: Utopia, urban scene, urban realm, the Modern State, power, capitalism.






