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Estimation of Post Harvest Losses of Some Fruit Crops in Jordan

Masnat Al-Hairy !
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Abstract: This study was conducted to estimate post-harvest losses for a group of fruit crops including peach, apricot, and apple, to
identify the causes of these losses, and to investigate the existing post-harvest systems for fruit crops in Jordan. The losses were
investigated at three levels; namely farmer, wholesaler, and retail levels. A descriptive analysis was done through the statistical
package for the social sciences (SPSS). Results showed that the highest percentages of losses were identified at retail level; the losses
were 17.1%, 14.2%, and 9.5% for peach, apricot, and apple respectively. The results revealed relatively high percentages of losses at
all levels, the total losses were 42.3%, 26.5%, and 11.2% for peach, apricot, and apple respectively.

The results showed that the losses in studied fruit crops were due to the lack of farmers’ knowledge about post-harvest technologies,
such as pre-cooling, washing, sorting, grading, and cooled storage. This study recommends developing extension programs to train
farmers on the use of post harvest technologies in order to meet the international standards in terms of desirable cultivars, quality,
fruit size and suitable date of production. Moreover, the current study recommends facilitating the establishment of private marketing
companies responsible for post-harvest processes by direct contract with farmers to market their productions.
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