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PROCEDURAL CRIMINAL PROTECTION OF PEOPLE
WITH SPECIAL NEEDS IN THE UAE LEGISLATION:
A COMPARATIVE STUDY

Hamdan Ahmd Alblooshi Mohammad Amin Alkrisheh
Master’s in Public Law, Al Ain University Associate Professor, College of Law, Al Ain University
Legal Researcher, General Command of Abu Dhabi Police United Arab Emirates
United Arab Emirates mohammad.alkrisheh@aau.ac.ae

(Received 14/02/1441 H., Accepted for Publication 12/06/1441 H.)

Abstract. The procedural criminal protection of people with special needs is essential. Therefore, criminal justice system
should provide the necessary protection for such people through taking procedural safeguards, and affirming the procedural
guarantees that people with special needs should enjoy in order to exercise their rights either before or after initiating
criminal case. This should be through determination the procedural rights of those people during criminal proceedings. It is
worth mentioning that most of Arab legislations have confirmed this; however, they have not established a specialized legal
framework to protect them procedurally in their own laws for people with special needs.

In order to identify the provisions of procedural criminal protection of people with special needs in the UAE
legislation, this research examines procedural protection of people with special needs prior to initiating the criminal
case, and during the proceedings. Finally, the conclusion provides the most important findings and
recommendations. It includes establishing specialized courts for people with special needs within comparative
legislation in the United Arab Emirates, through formulating a special law showing the formation of such a court
and its jurisdiction in people with special needs cases.

Keywords: People with special needs, Procedural protection, Criminal lawsuit, Legal aid.
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