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Advertising in Mobile Applications Launched by the Saudi Ministry of Health
During Covid-19 Pandemic: A Semiotic Study
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Abstract. The study is concerned with examining advertising in (and for) the mobile applications launched by the
Ministry of Health in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to fight against the COVID-19 pandemic and reduce the
damage it could cause. The study analyzed the discourse of advertising pertinent to the applications by assessing
the semiotics: 1) in the linguistic components, and 2) the iconic components. That is, the two accomplish an
advertising goal while intending to have the desired response from the recipient and the desired impact. The study
concluded that the discourse strategies utilized in the applications the Ministry of Health launched at that time
ranged from solidarity in Tawakkalna, to allusion in Sahhaty, and to orientation in Tatammon and Tabaud. All
strategies accomplished the intended objective by inducing psychological acceptance to use auditory and visual
perception first and to obtain the intended behavior second, as the field study has illustrated.
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